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Revised Article Summary
The article Feet on campus, heart at home: first-generation college students struggle with divided identities written by Linda Banks-Santilli published by the Conversation explores the difficulties faced by first-generation students in their educational journeys. Banks, in this article, defines first-generation students as those students whose parents have never gone to college or achieved a four-year college or university degree. According to Banks-Santilli these students face a lot of psychological difficulties when they go to college.
One of the problems that these students face is the need to create two identities. According to Banks-Santilli, when first generations students go to college, they feel that they have abandoned their family members. They feel that they have left them behind and therefore, they have to create an identity for college, which is higher than that of their family, and also an identity when they come back home so that they do not seem to lose their identity of being part of their families. Banks-Santilli mentions in this article that going to college for first-generation students makes them lose their identity because it elevates them beyond the status of their family members. This disturbs them psychologically and they often have to develop dual identities to continue.
Another problem that these first generations students face is the lack of resources. banks-Santilli argues that first-generation students come to college with fewer resources and as a result, they become a target of discrimination. She argues that n some worst cases, such students are told not to have a right to be in college by their faculties. This is because they struggle to apply for educational aids and fill in the applications by themselves because their parents do not know. The author states that “Many FG students fill out the financial aid forms themselves” (Banks-Santilli, 2015). This is because, according to the author, their parents do not know how to do it. Some of them come to school but struggle to take care of their families left behind. As such, the Bank-Santilli states that they have to work in malls rather than doing internships because they can’t afford to work for free and yet their family members depend on them.
However, the author says that the higher education system can make it easier for first-generation students to learn by having programs that can help them. One way that author suggests that colleges should do to help the first-generation students is offering their required courses in a variety of different formats such as hybrid, on-line, face-to-face and different semester timings as a way of helping first-generation students reduce degree completion time and save money (Banks-Santilli, 2015).
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